THE PRINCE BECOMES BUDDHA.                     35

of Mara, bowed down in reverence and said: "We
take our refuge, Lord, In the Blessed One and In the
Dharma."                                                                 4

Taptissa and Bhalllka were the first that became
lay disciples of Buddha.                                            r'

XIV.   BRAHMA'S REQUEST.

The Blessed One having attained Buddhahood pro-
nounced this solemn utterance :                                 l

"Blissful is freedom from malice. Blissful is ab-
sence of lust and the loss of all pride that comes from
the thought '/am.'                                                   *2

"I have recognised the deepest truth, which is
sublime and peace-giving, but difficult to understand.
For most men move in a sphere of worldly interests and
find their delight in worldly desires.                           3

"The worldling will not understand the doctrine,
for to him there is happiness in selfhood only, and the
bliss that lies in a complete surrender to truth is unin-
telligible to him.                                                       4

"He will call resignation what to the Enlightened
One is the purest joy. He will see annihilation where
the perfected one finds immortality. He will regard as
death what the conqueror of self knows to be life ever-
lasting.                                                                              f)

" The truth remains hidden from him who is in the
bondage of hate and desire. Nirvana remains incom-
prehensible and mysterious to the vulgar mind that
worldly interests surround as with clouds.                 6

"Should I preach the doctrine and mankind not
comprehend it, it would bring me only fatigue and
trouble."                                                                  *